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his  aerial  car, and  drove  with  Marfcha  to
Dandaka Forest.

Very poetical is Valmtki's description of
the enchanted car which, like the famous
shield of Achilles, was of divine workmanship.

" Thereon with wondrous art designed
Were blue-green birds of varied kind,
And many a sculptured serpent rolled
His twisted coil in burnished gold.
And steeds were there of noblest form,
With flying feet as fleet as storm.
And elephants with deftest skill
Stood sculptured by a silver rill,
Each bearing on his trunk a wreath
Of lilies from the flood beneath.
There Lakshmi, Beauty's heavenly Queen,
Wrought by the artist's skill, was seen
Beside a flower-clad pool to stand,
Holding a lotus in her hand."

Rama, his brother, and Sita were enjoying
the cool of the evening when they saw a
graceful fawn lightly skipping by. Its sun-lit
coat shone like liquid gold, and Slta expressed
a wish to have the pretty creature. Rama,
not slow where his wife's wishes were con-
cerned, ran after the deer to catch it. The
cunning M&richa who had transformed himself
into a deer did not allow himself to be caught,
but kept close enough to his pursuer to tempt